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The corporate life must here be subservient to the lives
of the parts, instead of the lives of the parts being sub-
servient to the corporate life.1

Such are the main agreements and disagreements
between society and an organism, as Mr. Spencer
sees them, and it will be noticed that the greater
part of the  disagreements are virtually explained
away.     He goes much farther into the subject in
the remaining portion of the article, and even at-
tempts to find and enumerate the specific homo-
logues in animal organisms of many of the economic
functions of society.    Thus, " profit answers to the
excess of nutrition over waste in a living body;"
" the distributing apparatus of a society answers to
the distributing apparatus of a living body;" he
points out the "analogy which exists between the
blood of a living body and the circulating mass of
commodities in the body politic," and likens money
to the blood-corpuscles.    The arteries and veins
correspond to the great rivers, railroads, and wagon
roads.    He treats the  nervous  system last, and
rightly correlates it with government, but he seems
to lose himself in the less important aspects of this
subject, so that one is led to suspect that he fears to
face it in its main aspects.    In a footnote on page
305 he makes the significant admission that "if any
specific  comparison were  made, which,  it  cannot
rationally bef it would be to  some  much  lower

1 Essays, etc., New York, 1891, pp. 272 ff.